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The Listuguj Mi’gmaq Government Chief 
and Council believe prevention is key to 
breaking the cycle of addiction.  They are 
also looking beyond both prevention and 
enforcement and are committed to sup-
porting families and individuals affected 
by the epidemic of addictions.

To expand our reach of the preventative 
mental health programs and the support 
needed to break the cycle of addictions, 
the Listuguj Community Health Servic-
es (LCHS) purchased a Community Out-
reach Van.  Qualified Outreach Workers 
will be hired by the Listuguj Communi-
ty Social Services Directorate (LCSSD) to 
provide these services.

This Community Outreach Van builds 
upon the work of the Listuguj Wellness 
Renewal Initiative (LWRI) aimed at en-

COMMUNITY 
OUTREACH VAN

“We will continue to work together 
to address the addiction situation 
in our community.  This Communi-
ty Outreach Van is an opportunity 
for community members to come 
in and talk with us, through the 
outreach worker.  It is our goal to 
provide them with the resource 
information available IN our com-
munity”.  

- Donna Metallic, 
Listuguj Community  

Health Services Director. 

By Listuguj Community Health Services

gaging with our youth and community 
members to promote open, supportive 
communication, and de-stigmatize the 
conversations around mental health and 
substance misuse.

Mobile Mental Health counselling is 
a proven method of bringing mental 
health support to people in communities 
to overcome barriers like transportation 
or stigma.  Services through the Commu-
nity Outreach Van will include in-person 
counselling, workshops and resource dis-
tribution in a private and comfortable 
environment.

Stay tuned for more information and 
scheduled updates as we move closer 
to launching this valuable resource in 
Listuguj.

Photo by Ivy Grenier
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As the community of Listuguj contin-
ues to grow and evolve, the Listuguj 
Mi’gmaq Government’s Capital and 
Infrastructure Directorate is taking 
on many new developments this next 
year, ranging from repairs and expan-
sions to multiple new spaces. These 
projects aim to bring the future and 
an above standard feel to the com-
munity. Here are some of the ongo-
ing and upcoming projects in the 
community.

Expansion of the Alaqsite’w Gitpu 
School means ongoing growth for 
both students and teachers. Con-
struction begins by removing the 
existing trailers, aiming to create 
functional and efficient areas for ed-
ucational activities and support ser-
vices. Included in the expansion are 
office spaces for staff and teachers, a 
conference room, and two new class-
rooms.

Capital and Infrastructure is collab-
orating with the dioceses to begin 
construction on a new church in Au-
gust. The cost of the project will be 
covered through insurance money 
obtained from the diocese from the 
fire in 2021. Located where the Saint 
Anne’s Church was on Riverside West, 
this new space will serve as a Catho-
lic Church while remaining open and 
welcoming for all.

Commitment to growth continues 
through the twenty-one housing 
units in the plans for the 2026-2027 
year, including several duplexes and 
triplexes.

Through the Haven House initiative, 
there will be several new units for 
transitional housing. This represents 
an important step for the commu-
nity, creating a secure and safe en-
vironment for women and children 
impacted by domestic violence.

UPCOMING PROJECTS: 
EXPANDING, REPAIRING, HOUSING, AND DEVELOPING 

By Ivy Grenier

Another project for community growth 
is the Listuguj Mi’gmaq Development 
Center. They are working independent-
ly and expanding their current facilities 
to support additional programs, training 
opportunities, and to enhance operation-
al capacity. Included in the extension are 
four office spaces and four classrooms. 
Construction on this project is not man-
aged by Capital and Infrastructure.

Construction has already begun on a 
new two-story Band Office on Caplin 
Road. This new office provides spaces for 
private offices, open workspaces, confer-
ence rooms, storage areas, and council 
chambers.

The development of a new roadway 
within the community is underway.  
Atlantic Drive will run parallel to  
Pacific Drive on the east side. The pro-
ject will support the construction of 
more than fifty residential units. The 
roadway will include sidewalks, paving, 
and curbs to support safe and accessible 
transportation.

The Listuguj Community Social Services 
Directorate oversees the Muin Ji’j after-
school program and will need a dedicat-
ed facility to support program delivery. 
The proposed building includes three 
classrooms, a janitorial area, washrooms, 
and kitchen to meet operational and 
program needs.

The Listuguj Community Social Servic-
es Directorate is also proposing to de-
velop the Gathering our Roots project. 
An outdoor space connected to their 
building to serve as a safe and sup-
portive area to meet with clients. The 
space will be organized into multiple 
sections connected by a main path-
way. The main space will consist of a 
gazebo, a BBQ area, and a meeting 
space. This space is intended for client 
meetings, workshops, and group activ-
ities. A playground will be built to pro-
vide a safe and engaging environment 
for children accompanying clients. 
Traditional Space will be dedicated to 
cultural practices and healing. These 
spaces will be shared with the Muin Ji’j 
program, supporting both program de-
livery and family participation. These 
spaces will enhance engagement, pro-
mote well-being, and support cultural 
programming for the community.

These upcoming projects are essential 
in the community to foster growth and 
expansion for current residents and fu-
ture generations. We are grateful for 
the continued efforts and support of 
everyone involved in the development 
of our ever-growing community.
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CHIEF’S MESSAGE
“I would like to take this time to con-
gratulate all the graduates in the Listu-
guj community. The determination and 
resilience of our youth and students 
do not go unnoticed, and it is certainly 
something to be celebrated. I hope our 
elders had a wonderful trip to Sainte-
Anne-de-Beaupre. A special thank you 
goes out to our sponsors, volunteers, 
and organizers who helped make the 
trip and our Mi’gwitetm commemora-
tion a success. We are looking forward 
to our upcoming 34th annual tradition-
al powwow. We can’t wait to see you 
there! Have a safe summer!

Jayda Hartlin is the Language and Activities Coordinator at the Waqatasg Elders 
Home. With a love for planning and coordinating activities, she was confident that 
this position was a perfect fit.

Hartlin first became familiar with Waqatasg while visiting her grandfather before his 
passing. The experience left a lasting impression and ultimately inspired her to apply 
when the position became available.

“When I was coming here for his last days, it was different walking in here. I’ve never 
been in a nursing home, but walking into Waqatasg, this doesn’t feel like a nursing 
home. It feels very comforting, very welcoming. During that time, they offered us to 
go eat in the dining room, and seeing the residents all together and seeing everyone 
connected was very nice. So, when the job came up, I wanted to try it, to see what it 
was like over there, what kind of environment, but so far, it’s been lovely. It’s a beau-
tiful building; everyone is very kind and helping me out”

To include language lessons with the residents, Hartlin asks the students in the Mi’gmaq 
immersion program to come in and speak with the Elders and looks to incorporate the 
Revitalization program to visit as well. Residents have also enjoyed a wide range of 
events, including lunch with the Listuguj Police Department, bingo, crafts with Lita 
Isaac, and visits from Alaqsite’w Gitpu School (AGS) students. The residents’ favorite 
activity by far is painting. Their creativity is on full display in a small gallery of artwork 
that welcomes visitors as they enter Waqatasg. Upcoming activities include summer 
outings around the community, live music performances, and monthly Pokeno games 
that are open to community participation.

The positive impact of these activities has been evident. Hartlin has noticed improvements in the residents’ overall well-being, 
especially when they have opportunities to spend time with the youth, share stories, and remain connected to the community.

She has also found the conversations personally rewarding. Listening to Elders share memories, whether they are talking about 
their careers, spending time on the river, or growing up in Listuguj, these conversations have given Hartlin a deeper appreci-
ation and a reconnection to the community’s history and the importance of preserving those stories for future generations.

By Ivy Grenier

Chief Scott Martin

MEET JAYDA,  
THE LANGUAGE AND ACTIVITIES COORDINATOR AT WAQATASG
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ALEX BRISK

BROCK MARTIN

LIAM METALLIC

ALEXI MORRISON

CAILEY GALLANT

LILLY RIOUX

ANGEL BARNABY-SWASSON

CHAKOTAY BRISK

MARIANNA HARRIS-ISAAC

ANNIE MORRISON

COLSON DEDAM

PHEONIX GRAY

ASHER ARSENAULT

DARIEN KNOCKWOOD-BARNABY

RACHEAL SLOAN-ISAAC

AYLA METALLIC

EDEN WARD

RIDGE MARTIN

BELLA ISAAC

EMMERY BARNABY

SAMIA BACON

BRADY METALLIC-CONDO

KAILYNN METALLIC

SERENITY SLOAN-ISAAC

BRANDO MORRISON

KYLIE WILMOT-LONG

TEALYN METALLIC-WYSOTE

Sugarloaf Senior High School Diploma
Asher Arsenault
Emmery Barnaby
Angel Barnaby-Swasson
Alex Brisk
Chakotay Brisk
Ashlynn Dedam
Cailey Gallant
Pheonix Gray
Marianna Harris-Isaac
Bella Isaac

High School Diploma
Samia Bacon
Madison Barnaby
Layla Bouchereau
Seanna Clement
Easton Dedam
Colson Dedam
Ava-Rose Edwards
Naomi Gray
Tatum Laroque

Adult Education
Keaton Isaac-Basque
Sabrina Wysote

Certificate
Emma Hartlin
Tristan Hemsworth
Jessica Hottot
Leland Isaac
Anya Metallic
Hayden Metallic
Kaydence Molley

Degree
Ashley Barnaby
Lydia Barnaby
Cheyanne Beers
Annykim Dube
Elisabeth Dube
Sophia Medina-Swanson
Kate Slaughter
Adam Sutcliffe
Hailey Swasson

Diploma
Paige Boyd
Sean Irvine-Molley
Destiny Isaac
Payton Isaac
Natasha Martin
Melisane Poisson
Daniel Rennie-Martin
Amelia Rioux
Kassie Vicaire
Pamela Wysote

Master’s Degree
Melissa Drapeau
Brian Isaac
Spencer Isaac
Marie-Pier Leroux
Isabella Lirette
Beth Mally
Stephanie Proulx
Sophia Sutcliffe
Kammy Vicaire

Darien Knockwood-Barnaby
Brady Metallic-Condo
Tealyn Metallic-Wysote
Liam Metallic
Alexi Morrison
Brando Morrison
Lilly Rioux
Serenity Sloan-Isaac
Eden Ward
Kylie Wilmot-Long

Brock Martin
Ridge Martin
Brody Metallic
Ayla Metallic
Kailynn Metallic
Aria Metallic-Janvier
Annie Morrison
Racheal Sloan-Isaac
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“Let us thank those who organized and took those decisive 
and responsible actions in 1981 to protect both the Plamu 
and our unsurrendered and inherit rights. In their actions, 
they were honoring the ways, practices, and teachings of 
our ancestors who came before them.” 

-Macy Metallic 
Councillor

June 11th, 2026
MIGWITE’TM
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STEP 1. Download the app.
STEP 2. Open the app.
STEP 3. Enter your address*
STEP 4. Enable notifications

GET STARTED IN 4 EASY STEPS:

Emergency alerts

Weather & safety advisories

Water boil notices

Police updates

And more

SCAN TO DOWNLOAD

YOU’RE NOW READY
TO STAY INFORMED

Questions or need assistance? 
Email us at feedback@listuguj.ca

For waste pickup schedules (garbage, recycling, etc), enter your address. 
Otherwise, enter "Listuguj Alerts"

*

 

DOWNLOAD
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The Wi’gatign newsletter is brought to you by the  
Listuguj Mi’gmaq Government’s  
Communications department.
Ann Marie Jacques – Manager
Wayde Barnaby – Assistant Manager
Ivy Grenier - Media Journalist
Kate McBrearty – Graphic Designer
Slate Palmater – Communciations Officer

If you have an idea for a Wi’gatign article, please contact: 
ivy.grenier@listuguj.ca 

Wela’lieg!

DID YOU KNOW?
Articles and photos can be also 
accessed online on our website: 

www.news.listuguj.ca
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