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Looking forward with the Chief

fter the first few weeks of 2016,
Chief Scott Martin sits at his
desk, surrounded by stacks of pa-
pers. At the very top is a sheet
signed on Jan. 18. It finalizes the
creation of the trust fund - the final
step in the settlement agreement.
The official creation of this fund

It all started by gathering stories
about the Restigouche river.
Sailor Lloyd Jacques was inter-
viewing community members,
when everyone at the GMRC re-
alized the importance of what was
being learned.
“We all got interested in the histo-
ry our elders had,” Jacques said.
Jacques and Charlene LaBillois
are now conducting interviews in
Listuguj, Eel River Bar, and Pabin-
eau about the river, land, and re-
source use. Interviews are planned
in Listuguj during the first weeks of
February, but they are flexible.
They want to know what peo-
ple remember, and what are some
of the biggest changes people have
seen. Jacques said he has some out-

Sailor Lloyd Jacques and Charlene LaBillois. (PHoTo: Submitted)

is the last piece of the puzzle, and
Chief Martin feels good about it -
nothing was overlooked.

“[There’s] a lot of happy people,”
he said. “It was a long process.”

The fund will hold the per cap-
ita distribution (PCD) funds for
the 793 minors who are eligible to
withdraw their portion once they
turn 18. It will also hold the funds
for the 431 band members that
have not applied yet. They have five
years to do so.

With this completed, focus can
now shift to other projects and pri-
orities

“We intend to create more em-
ployment for the community,’
Chief Martin said.

COMMUNITY
Collecting Oral History

line questions, but he prefers the
interviews be conversational. All
information is welcomed. It could
help projects in the future.

“Based on the history given oral-
ly, we get to pinpoint where in time
things started to change, and inves-
tigate it further,” Jacques said.

They've already learned about
erosion of the river banks, the in-
crease in eel grass, and the new ar-
rival of snow geese.

Changes in people’s relation-
ships to the water and land is also
a focus. Jacques enjoyed learning
about the reality of “living off the
land” - a term often exaggerated by
Hollywood and pop culture.

Large portions of the communi-
ty have heavily relied on fishing,

A lot of interesting options are
being considered, including part-
nerships with investors on a me-
dicinal marijuana facility. Chief
Martin was approached at the start
of the year about creating a pro-
posal. Discussions will continue. It
will require a lot of work, but it has
the potential to generate revenue,
and jobs.

Another potential project is the
gas station. As the planning work
is being done, the vision is becom-
ing clearer. The goal would be for
it to be more than just fuel pumps.
An attached strip mall is being
considered. A seafood restaurant
is also under consideration.
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hunting, and following the cycles
of nature, as recent as 20 years ago.
But, Jacques says, it was in a more
“modernized way.”

“It still exists [today],” he said.
“But not to the extent that it did
back in the 80’s and 90’s.”

Jacques managed to interview his
grandfather before he passed away,
and learned of how the community
changed during his lifetime.

He was told that 20 years ago,
driving down the road in the spring,
you would see everyone out sew-
ing their fishing nets. 50 years ago,
kids would go down to the beach to
fish after school. They swam in the
river then, and played in the mud.

People enjoyed the interviewing
process, even though they thought
they had nothing to share, at first.

“For years they were taught that
their knowledge isn’t good,” Jacques
said. “But their knowledge is good
because they’ve lived off the land
most of their lives and they wit-
nessed how it was used.”

Interviews in Listuguj will be
taking place during the first part of
February. If you have anything to
share, please contact Sailor Lloyd
Jacques or Charlene LaBillois at the
GMRC at (418) 788-3017.
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INFRASTRUCTURE

New Snowblower

Capital Works has purchased
a new snowblower that will
make cleaning the streets faster,
and cheaper.

Two winters ago, there was a
record snowfall in the area. Mu-
nicipal budgets all around the
area were strained by the added
burden. This was part of the rea-
son the funds to purchase a new
snowblower were approved.
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The new Larue D40 snowblower purchased y (ébital Works. It arrived in September. (PHOTO: Adam Hodnett)

Listuguj had to outsource
snow-blowing to a contract in
previous years. It would cost
approximately $3,000 each time.

The contractor was need 7
to 10 times last year, said Jody
Mitchell, the Director of Capital
and Infrastructure.

The snowblower has already
been used twice this year, during
this relatively mild winter.

CHIEF

“There’s about 2 million tour-
ists that go through the highway
every year,” Chief Martin said.

The LMG has already identi-
fied willing investors.

Chief Martin also confirmed
that the election term will defi-
nitely not be changed this elec-
tion. Changing to four-year
terms can be done with an order
from Chief and Council, after
two public consultations. But he
doesn’t want to rush it.

“I'd rather give them more
time,” he said.

However, the last 18 months
saw a lot of progress.

“Coming into a 20 million
dollar deficit, [with] old files
that were never resolved - we
resolved a lot of them.”

The result was stability in the
eyes of the Federal Government.
The LMG was released from
the Management Action Plan
(MAP), which has re-opened
doors.

Now, with access to Ministe-
rial Loan Guarantees again, the
LMG intends to work toward re-
turning to the building capacity
of as much as 20 homes a year.
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Oral History

The GMRC will be
conducting interviews

persons — Post-Second-
ary Recruitment. Ap-
plications are being ac-
cepted. Check the LMG

out by all students look-
ing for funding by Feb.
29th. If you need help,

list of 23 f'obs in the area.

Find the list on the Face-
book page.

about the history of the
resource use in Listu-
guj the first two weeks

Facebook for the link. call 1-800-463-0906.

CONTACT: 418-788-1347 of Februa?'.I Contact
a

Sailor Lloyd Jacques at
(418) 788-3017

EDITOR’S NOTE:

We discovered that some people may not have
been able to access the website while putting
together stories for this issue. If you can’t get to
news.listuguj.ca be sure to let us know.

And as always, if there is anything you would
like to see covered, recorded, or represented in
any way, please tell us..
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Be sure to “like” us on Facebook, or follow us on
Twitter.

The goal is to integrate this newsletter with as
much multimedia content as possible, and we use
social media to direct you to the content.

t f M news@listuguj.ca



